Derwood Post Uffice Hassle 


The Post Office Department has authorized redesignation 
of the Derwood Post Office to the Derwood Classified Branch 
of Rockville, effective at the close of business January 14. 

I A substantial number of Derwood residents are protesting 
this change and claim that the move will be highly disad- 
vantageous to them instead of improving any services they 
previously enjoyed. Furthermore, they are now asking for 
the erection of a new independent Post Office in their area and 
the resumption of their Rural Delivery Service. ’ 

The Gazette cannot make any comments on the move at this 
time, as there has been no time to check into all facets of 
the situation as we wept to press. However, we welcome all 
views of local residents on the matter. 


V oice Of The People 

All letters must be signed, though nofnecessory 
tor publication. We reserve the right to condense ma- 
terial received. 


Dear Sir, 

It appears that the Post Of- 
fice powers have won a neat 
unopposed victory in depriving 
i the Derwood area, outside 
Rockville, of its post office 
and the services of its very 
efficient and popular post- 
master. 

This action is quite incom- 
prehensible, since the route 
covers nearly 1,000 families, 
requires two carriers at the 
present time, and coupled with 
the further development of 
Blueberry Hill, Candlewood, 
Park, Mill Creek Towne, 
Fieldstone Farm, Granby 
Woods and West Olney Park, 
future plans include Mont- 
gomery County Schools, anew 
shopping center and several 
new churches. 

On -December 28th, we re- 
ceived our first notice of the 
closure from Mr. A. E. New- 
ton, Regional Director, to be 
effective January 14th - well- 


timed to prevent any sizeable 
protest. 

On January 12th, the second 
notice arrived, this time from 
Lee C. Hocker, Postmaster 
RockviUe, informing us of a 
new zip code number, and the 
discontinuance of the rural 
privileges of; 

1. money order purchase, 

2. acceptance of unstamped 
parcels, 

3. and purchase of stamps 
from the carrier. (All of which 
are now to be transacted at 
Rockville Post Office many 
miles away.) Therefore, al- 
though we are a large ex- 
panding rural route, we are 
now to swallowed up in City 
Delivery. 

It is hoped that the confusion 
over addresses and the out- 
sized amount of extra mail 
Rockville will have to cope 
with, will make someone real- 
ize that avoiding to build the 
much-needed post office for . 
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f the Derwood rural area is not 
j solving the problem. 

Does the Post Office think 
that providing us with 5 new 
corner mail boxes will com- 
pensate the loss of rural 
privileges, the demotion of an 
excellent postmaster, and the 
building of a new post office? 

Mrs. Marilyn Norvell 
Derwood 
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